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Most couples spend around $35,000 for a 100 person wedding, but it can go as low as $25,000 and as high as $60,000 depending on the venue, décor, florist, entertainment, and more.
Typical wedding budget:

1. Benchers: $450

2. Cake: $300

3. Chiavari Chairs: $400

4. Cocktail/Ceremony musicians: $500

5. Day of Coordinator: $1,800
6. DJ: $2,000 (a band will cost anywhere from $5,000 to $10,000)
7. Florist: $2,500

8. Hotel: $500

9. Invitations: $500 (plus stamps)

10. Ketubah: $350

11. Kippot: $250

12. LED Uplights: $600
13. Lighting: $400
14. Limo/Transportation: $250
15. Linens: $500

16. Marriage license: $60

17. Photographer: $4,000

18. Rabbi: $500

19. Valet: $750

20. Venue & Caterer: $12,000 ($100/person + 20% tip, tax, service)
21. Videographer: $3,500
22. Bridal party presents: Each side should pay for their own presents

23. Brides Dress: This is usually not included in the budget, like the Grooms tux or engagement ring
The wedding planning period should be fun and happy! One of the biggest fights most couples and families have is over the following questions that should be addresses from the very beginning:

1. Who will pay for the wedding? 

2. How will every vendor be paid for? How will it be split? Who will keep track of how much money each family spent?

3. What is the fair way of splitting a wedding?

Common sayings you may hear are:

1. “In my tradition the other family pays for it”

2. “We want a $10,000 band but the other family only wants to pay $2,000 for entertainment”

3. “We are paying for the photographer therefore we get to choose who it is”

4. “If we’re paying for most of the wedding, the other family has no say”

It is important for the following to happen first:

1. Each person should decide if and how much they can afford to pay for themselves.

2. Each person should show their parents the wedding budget above to give them a realistic idea of what it will cost.

3. Each person should make it clear that this is their wedding, but they understand their parents will be inviting many family and friends and expect them to be understanding and compromise on certain things which may come up.

Tips:

1. Decide on 1 address to receive all the registry presents to compile an excel spreadsheet with names and gifts.

2. It is best if one person makes most of the decisions and handles most of the planning. The more people and more opinions you receive, the harder it will be to make a decision and the more arguing will incur. It’s best if the Bride makes the final call on everything.

Different ways to split a wedding budget between both families:

1. Both families split the entire wedding in half (not including engagement ring, brides dress, or grooms tux).

2. Both families split the entire wedding except for the food which will be split according to the guests on each side.

3. Both families split the entire wedding based on a percentage of the number of guests each family brings (i.e. if one family has 60 guests and the other has 40, it will be split 60/40). 

The old saying goes, “if you can make it through the engagement period, the hardest part is over!” Have fun!

Written by David Bitton

855-524-8866

david@bittonevents.com 

http://www.bittonevents.com
                www.bittonevents.com   |   855.524.8866   |   info@bittonevents.com
Page 2 of 2

